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OFFICERS 


OF THE 


LOWN OF WESTON, 1869. 


Town Clerk, 
GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR. 


Selectmen, 
ALONZO S. FISKE, EDWARD COBURN, 
BENJAMIN F. CUTTER. 


Assessors, 
ALONZO S. FISKE, EDWIN HOBBS, 
NAHUM SMITH. ; 
Overseers of Poor, 
ALONZO S. FISKE, BENJAMIN PEIRCE, 
JESSE S. VILES. 


Town Treasurer, 


HORACE HEWS. 


School Committee, 
EDWIN HOBBS, 2 years, ISAAC E. COBURN, 1 year, 
Dr. REUBEN WELLES, 3 years. 


Library Committee. 
Rey. EDMUND H. SEARS, NAHUM SMITH, 
JOHN COBURN. 


Trustees of Merriam Fund, 
EDWIN HOBBS, ISAAC COBURN, 
RUFUS BABCOCK. 


OFFICERS OF THE TOWN OF WESTON. 


Library Treasurer, 
HORACE HEWS, 
Burial Ground Committee, 
EDWIN HOBBS, . ISAAC COBURN, 
HORACE HEWS. ; 
Highway Surveyors, 
District No.1. HORATIO A. HAGAR, 
sé “¢ 2. LUTHER S. UPHAM, 
JOHN CARTER, 
JESSE S. VILES, 
WILLIAM SEAVERNS, 
MORDECAI LEADBETTER. 


Pa 
DR YS 


Measurers of Wood and Bark, 


GEORGE W. CUTTING, WILLIAM H. FLOYD, 
EDWARD E. BROWN, EBENEZER TUCKER, JR. 
GEORGE W. DUNN, BENJAMIN F. CUTTER, 


HORACE LEADBETTER. 


Surveyors of Lumber. 
EBENEZER TUCKER, JR., FITZ A. ROBINSON, 
DANIEL SMITH, BENJAMIN F. CUTTER. 


Fence Viewers, 
SAMUEL F. CLARK, CHARLES DUNN, 
NATHAN BARKER. 


— 


Field Drivers, 
RALPH SEAVERNS, SAMUEL H. WARREN, 
DANIEL GARFIELD. 


— 


Pound Keeper, 


GEORGE W. CUTTING. 


Constables, 


ALBERT H. HEWS, SAMUEL H. WARREN. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN OF WESTON. 


——— fo --——- 


THE Selectmen of Weston for the year ending March Ist, 
1869, submit the following Report of the financial condition of the 
-Town, and also their estimate of expenditures for the ensuing 
year. | 

During the past year $1,500 of the town debt has been paid. 
A new road has been built from a point near the house of Anthony 
Irving, to a point near the house of Abraham Loker. The wall 
on the east side of the Burial Ground, in the centre of the town, 
has been reset, the yard thereby much enlarged and improved for 
burial purposes, and all the necessary charges of the town have 
been defrayed. Tor the exaet financial condition of the town, 
and various items of expense, we would refer you, as customary, 
to the Treasurer’s Report, shortly to be issued. 

For the ensuing year we would recommend appropriations as 
follows :— 


Borwcnoos, . -. ; ; X , . $2,800 00 
“ Highways, ; f , ; : F 1,500 00 
“¢ Tncidentals, é ’ : ; ; ; 2,000 00 


“© Town Debt, A : ; ; 5 ; 1,000 00 


%7,800 00 
Respectfully submitted by 
| ALONZO-S. FISKE, ) Selectmen 
BENJ. F. CUTTER, of 
EDWARD COBURN, ) Weston. 


R.E P. O-R'T 


OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR, 


--- —- db ——— 


Tux Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Weston submit to 
the town the following Report of the Receipts and Expenditures 
of the Pauper Establishment for the year ending March 1st, 1869. 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash received from sale of beef, 


66 
66 


Cash paid Henry Wheeler, Superintendin 


® * veal, 

PEARL US shoats, 

pork, 

milk, 

rye, 

hay and str aw, 
potatoes and vegetables, . 
egos and-poultry, . 
various items, 

from Treasury, 


EXPENDITURES. 
ng, one year, 
ending March Ist, 1869, : ; 
horse, 
four cows, 
oxen, . 
meat and fish, 
calves, 
brewer’s grains, 
scraps, A 
meal and feed, 


Amount carried forward, 


$2,420 


$275 
200 
825 


120 | 


175 
55 
63 

138 

110 


89 
89 
00 


50 


$1,463 


21 


Cash paid labor, 


6é 
66 


T 
Amount apnea forward, . 


coal, , 

blacksmith’s bills, 

wheelwright’s bills and repairing pump, 

shingles and lumber, : : 

repairing harnesses, é 

articles of dry goods, shoemaker’s bills, &e. 

butter and groceries, 

manure, tools, and various articles for the 
Establishment, 

pasturing, 

are Willis, medical attendance at Almshouse, 

“¢ Mrs. A. Gleason, 

Town of Sritkie assistance furnished C. A. 
Hobbs and family, 

City of Charlestown, Eliza Spring, . ‘ : 

expense of placing Ella Bemis Nelson at 
Wanderer’s Home, 

assistance furnished Mrs. Wm. Harrington, 

Overseers for their services, ; 


$1, 463 
5 


56 
58 
41 
235 
12 
48 
330 


Hy 


50 
47 
24 


44 
6 


20 8 


25 
30 


$9,420 


21 


7 00 


40 


During the past year additional live stock to the amount of 
$400 has been placed upon the farm, where it now remains, and 
a sum of about $110 is due the town for milk. No hay has been 
sold from the farm of the crop of 1868, and the amount on hand, 
likewise of grain and general farm produce, is largely above an 
average for this season of the year. 

Ella Bemis Nelson has been given up to the Baldwin Place 
Home for Little Wanderers in the City of Boston. 

Sixty-two persons have been transiently supplied with food and 
lodging during the past year. 


Respectfully submitted by 


ALONZO S. FISKE, 
NATHAN BARKER, 
BENJAMIN PIERCE, 


Overseers 


of 


the Poor. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


wae Ge 


THE undersigned, Treasurer of Weston, submits his account of 
Receipts and Expenditures for the year ending this day. 


Horace Hews. 
Weston, Marcu 15, 1869. 


Receipts. 
Balance in the Treasury, March 15, 1868, 2 : : - $302 57 
Rent of Town Hall, : ‘ F ‘ : 51 50 
George W. Cutting, weighing fees, ‘ : . : ? : 28 92 
Joel Upham, Liquor Agent, : : ‘ : : ‘ 17 84 
J. H. Heald and Eugene Brooks, taxes é : : ; : 6 25 
Burial lot sold, : : , ‘ ‘ : 50 
Old stove sold, : , : ; P 12 00 
State ih Massachusetts, School Fund, a ‘ a ; > 117 48 
. ” mtate mie F F ‘ P ‘ 103 50 
66 74 66 550 00 
Botan ‘ Corporation Taxes ecllect’d for year 1867, 122 18 
66 66 66 ; “a iT) 1868, 2,914 51 
Waltham Bank, temporary loans, .  . : 8 ; 8,000 00 
Horace Hews, Collector, taxes, 1866, ; : : ‘ : 37 06 
“ sc 186% 9 ‘ ¢ F 4 440 91 
oe “ $f LOG, : ; P "| « 10,527.27 


$23,232 44 


Schedule of Expenditures. 


FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Paid School Committee,. . i 4 : ; - $2,616 66 
{[For items of Expenditure, see apie! of School Committee. ] ad 
FOR SUPPORT OF POOR. 


Paid Overseers of Poor, .  . : : : : : - $1,228 35 
[For items of Expenditure, see Report of Overseers of Poor.] 
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~~ 


] 
FOR REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 
District No. 1.—Charles Dunn, 2 : d : . $305 84 
“ «© 2.—Luther S. Upham, . ; : ; : é 21 36 
i “ 3.—Eli C. Bemis, : : 2) : ‘ ; 141 00 


s “* 4.—Alonzo S. Fiske, . ‘ : : : : 235 00 
os “« 5.—Ralph Seaverns, ’ : 5 : : 225 25 
“ “ 6.——-Samuel F. Clark, . ‘ F ' P ‘ 126 00 


$1,304 45 


FOR EXTRA REPAIRS ON ROADS. 


Benjamin F. Cutter, railing road and repairing culvert, . : $44 50 
Increase Leadbetter, repairing AUS AT é ; j : : 17 50 
Francis Caswell, 3 t ; ‘ : i 15 50 
Edward Coburn, railing bridge, : : : : ‘ , 5 00 
Jesse S. Viles, breaking oa roads, . : : 4 : 30 00 
Increase Leadbetter, ‘“ fh ‘ ‘ : P é 25020 
Charles Dunn, “ “ “ : : i é : 38 00 
Samuel S. Clark, a“ aries j ‘ : : , 25 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, 66 Bere ve : : R : : 17 00 
Ralph Seaverns, se ee iene’ ? ‘ ; ‘ F 22 20 
Orrin W. Harris, 6 tage: : é 9 00 
Beujamin F. Cutter, drawing stone near Starr's bridge, ; ! 8 50 

$267 40 


FOR NEW ROAD. 
Patrick McMahan, land taken for road, ' , : , Sune Beto yOu 


‘Anthony Irving, Ae ; 35 00 


Increase Leadbetter, ae road ae point near house of An- 
thony Irving to house of Abraham ROKer, aes : : ‘ 240 00 


$550 00 
CARE AND REPAIRS OF SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

School Committee, repairing School-houses, . 7 : - $307 47 
Abijah Gregory, painting and labor, : } : ‘ ; 20 18 
Edwin Hobbs, wood and items, , 2 : ; ? 26 07 
Nathan Upham, e | 3 : ; : : : 75 62 
Marshall L. Upham, “ : : } ‘ a ; é 66 50 
Luther S. Upham, ty ; 7 . . ; ; : 29 25 
Jesse 8. Viles, 3 : . ; : ‘ : : 36 49 
John Caswell, re ‘ : ; s ; : 3 49 
School Committee, books and ftanig! : ; 3 : : 70 85 
s“ “ care of rooms and items, . 114 50 

“6 - balance due J. H. Larry, and articles fur- , 
nished High School, ‘ ; 50 00 
u " chairs, : ; ' } : ; 6 00 
Stickney & Son, stoves, . ; p : : : : ‘ 33 73 


Amount carried forward, $840 15 


Ln) 


10 — 


Amount tere soneeh? $840 15 
Isaac E. Coburn, items, . : : 8 31 
Parker, Gannett & Osgood, items, ; : : » , ‘ 11 49 
Patrick Donahoe, well, District ae - ‘ Sid 49 00 
George W. Cutting & ‘Son, items for schools, : : f : 41 88 
$950 83 

FOR INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Alonzo 8S. Fiske, wood for Town Hall, ‘ ; : ; . $37 75 
Edward Coburn, “ 4 : ; ‘ : 22 50 
Peleg B. Clark, “ ‘ : : : : ; 9 00 
Richard J. French, cutting wood, : 4 : : i , 10 60 
Town of Lincoln, tax, : : : : 5 74 
Josiah Hastings, printing order- ook nti Haut és, ¢ . : 8 50 
Luther 8S. Upham, scraper, ‘ , : ; : { ’ 16 00 
: - i plough point, : : A 1 10 
William G. Shattuck, settees and chairs foie Town Hall, ‘ , 114 00 
Town Library, : : : : : : : 50 00 
Journal and ‘Advertiser, gdvertising, ; 34 75 
Library Committee, expressage, expenses purchasing books R 5 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, postage and arpa stamps, ¢ 4 : 1 sr 
Horace Hews, ef 6 , : : : 4 00 
es ‘i distributing aie Reports, . : ; : 3 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, travelling expenses, &c. , ‘ ; ; 12 
Theodore Jones, returning deaths, . : ‘ ; : ; 1 90 
John Coburn, paper for covering books, . : j 1 50 
J. M. Hewes, preparing and printing Town Reports, , ; 77 30 
Charles Dace gravel, 7 p 2 86 
George W. Cutting & Son, items, Town Hall, Library, cco 20 36 
$451 18 

FOR STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 

State Tax, : ‘ . ‘ . : ¢ ‘ - . $2,180 00 
County Tax, i : : ; : : ; : ‘ « 1,005. 74 
$3,185 34 

FOR LOANS AND INTEREST. 
Waltham Bank, ee ‘ ‘ ‘ F : ‘ J . $9,500 00 
Interest, . 3 é F ‘ ‘ : ( , .'' 105962. 
$10,559 62 


FOR SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Edwin Hobbs, superintending sehools, ; : 3 , - $30 00 
Edmund H. Sears, Hy F ; ; ; - 10 00 
Tsaac K. Coburn, sé es : P F ‘ ; 30 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, Assessor, é é ’ ‘ d . OG 75 00 


Amount carried forward, $145 00 
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Edwin Hobbs, Assessor, 


Nahum Smith, ve 
Alonzo 5. Big Selectman, 
Benj. F. Cutter, ve 


Edward Coburn, 66 
Joel Upham, Liquor Agent, 
John Coburn, care of Town Hall, 

“ % Librarian, : ; 
George W. Cutting, Jr., Town Clerk, 
Horace Hews, Collector and Treasurer, 


FOR BURIAL GROUNDS. 
Paid Burial Ground Committee, 


« James F. Packard for drawing stones, laying wall and 


filling lots in Central Burying Ground, 


FOR. STATE, AID. 


Paid Selectmen’s orders for State Aid, to be reimbursed by the 


State, . 
Bounty to John Ww. Drew, ‘paid by Town, 


FOR DISCOUNTS. 


Discounts on taxes paid Oct. 1st, and prior to that date, 
‘6 66 66 


FOR ABATEMENTS. 


Abatement of taxes, 1867, ! 
66 66 66 1868, a 


Amount of payments, 
. Balance in the Treasury, 


TAXES UNCOLLECTED. 


Taxes for 1865, 
“  & 1866, 
ot aor, ‘ ? : : ‘ 7 
“ 66 1868, . . es e . e 


Amount brought forward, 


“ from Oct. 2d, to Jan. Ist, inclusive, 


$55 75 
368 08 


$423 83 


$338 00 
100 00 


$438 00 


$497 96 
58 69 


$556 65 


$13 57 
22 25 


$35 82 


$23,203 45 


28 99 


$23,232 44 


$273 78 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN DEBT. 


Bonds of the Town, 

Weston Town Library, 

Estate of A. H. Fiske, 

Waltham Bank, temporary loan, 
Theodore Jones, Trustee, 

Lewis Jones, $6 


PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN. 


Town House, 

Six School-houses, - ' 
Almshouse and sixty-eight a acres of land, . ‘ . 
Personal property, 

Weston Town Library, 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Personal Estate, : ; , . : ‘ ; 
Real Estate, : : : ; , > : ; : 


STATE, TOWN AND COUNTY TAXES. 


Amount assessed by the Town, 
Rate per cent. $7.08 per $1000. 
Corporation Tax, assessed by the State for 1868, 


os 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


. $8,450 00 
1,300 00 
3,500 00 
1,000 00 

. 1,000 00 

750 00 


$16,000 00. 


. $7,000 00 
9,500 00 
5,000 00 
2,028 00 
2,500 00 


$26,028 00 


$846,483 00 
583,683 00 


$1,430,166 00 


$10,769 58 


2,891 92 


We, the subscribers, Selectmen of Weston, have examined the foregoing 


account, and find the same well vouched sind, correctly cast. 


ALONZO S. FISKE, 


BENJAMIN F. CUTTER, 


EDWARD COBURN, 
Weston, Marcu 15, 1869. 


Selectmen 
of - 


Weston. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


LIBRARY TREASURER. 


oe hp 


HorackE HEws 27 account with the WESTON Town LIBRARY. 


Dr. 


Balance from former account, 

Town of Weston, interest on Library Fund, 
Appropriation of Town for Library, 
Received of Librarian, fines, 


Cr. 
Paid Nichols & Noyes, for books, 
«© William Allen, for Family cei 
“¢ for expressage, 
Balance in the Treasury, 


LIBRARY FUND. 


Town of Weston, “‘ Merriam Fund,” 
ae, 6° 6“ Fiske Fund,” 


$14 82 
78 00 
50 00 

5 38 


$148 20 


$110 80 
17 50 
1 25 
18 65 


$148 20 


$1,000 00 
300 00 


$1,300 00 


ied et CO are 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


THE Library Committee for the year ending March Ist, 1869, 
present their Annual Report. 


Number of volumes purchased the past year, . : Mepeoe 
NE te ‘¢ donated, , ‘ ; ; ak 
ln) the: “¢ taken from the Library, . ‘ . 5260 
SEEN 6 ‘¢ now in the Library, . i ; . 8100 


Names of donors of books, Hon. Charles Sumner, Hon. George 
S. Boutwell, and Charles H. Fiske, Hsq. 

The books are in their usual good condition, and we believe the 
interest in the Library is maintained to the present time. 

Some expensive and valuable books have been added during 
the past year, and while we endeavor to meet the requirements 
of the reading community, the limited sum at our disposal renders 


it necessary to use discrimination in expending the same. 


NAHUM SMITH, 
EDMUND H. SEARS, ¢ 6° 
JOHN COBURN, oon a 


Labrary 


REPORT 


ON 


BURIAL GROUNDS. 


——_—— &—__—_ 


Tue Committee on Burial Grounds herewith submit to the town 
their Annual Report. 

No appropriation was made at the April meeting last year for 
the ordinary expenses of the several Burial Grounds in town, as 
the unexpended balance of ’67 and ’68, in the hands of the Trea- 
surer, was deemed sufficient for all the ordinary expenses of the 
year. ‘This sum has been expended in cutting grass, trimming 
the hedges, painting gates and posts, and such repairs and im- 
provements as seemed to be needed in the several Burial Grounds 
in town. The sum of $14.80 was expended on the South Burial 
Ground in repairing the wall, cutting the grass and in providing 
an entrance for persons wishing to enter the grounds. The bal- 
ance has been expended on the two Burial Grounds in the centre 
of the town. 

In our report of last year, we called the attention of the town 
to the condition of the wall on the easterly side of the principal 
Burial Ground in the centre of the town. At a special town 
meeting, held after the April meeting, the sum of $350.00 was 
appropriated by the town for the purpose of resetting this was 
and filling and grading the lots on the northerly end of the line. 
The Burial Ground Committee, who were charged with the super- 
intendence of this work, engaged the Messrs. Packard of Wal- 
tham, to reset the wall on the whole length of the line, and to fill 


16 ; 


up and grade the new lots,—the expense of which amounted to 
the sum of $868.08. By this improvement an unsightly place 
was filled up and made even, and several new lots were thereby 
secured. ‘This Burial Ground is undergoing great change every 
year; private lots are being neatly enclosed with granite, and 
new and tasteful monuments are being erected in various lots. 

Located, as this Cemetery is, on the public highway, it should 
never be allowed to become unsightly, but should be improved 
and made pleasant, as the resting place of ourselves and our 
friends. 

We would respectfully recommend that the sum of $50 be 
appropriated this year for the improvement of the several Burial 
Grounds in town. 


EDWIN HOBBS, ) Burial 
ISAAC COBURN, Ground 
HORACE HEWS, ) Committee. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


ee 


In presenting our Annual Report we are happy to speak of the 
general progress and prosperity of our schools. There have been 
some changes in teachers, and in some of the schools considerable 
sickness, which has somewhat interrupted the progress which 
would otherwise have been made. But with most of the schools 
there has been steady progress, and in some cases this has been 
peculiarly marked. The teachers have been faithful and laborious, 
and have endeavored to infuse into the minds of their scholars a 
love of study and an earnest desire to attain to the highest stand- 
ard of excellence. 

In some of the schools there has been a marked change during 
the year ; we shall notice these under another head. 

More than usual attention has been given under the direction of 
the Committee to the fundamental branches of reading and spell- 
ing. The habit of reading well, when once acquired, is seldom 
lost. We have known a whole school fall into the habit of reading 
im a monotonous and expressionless tone, and every new scholar 
which entered the school seemed doomed to pursue the same in- 
evitable track. The foundation should be laid surely and cor- 
rectly in early life, and great care should be taken that no bad 
habits are formed, requiring the labor of after years to break up. 
We have noticed with great pleasure the progress which has been 


made by the primary classes in this important branch. Those 
3 
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who have learned to read well, are usually those who excel in 
other branches. 

More than usual attention has been given to the spelling classes 
during the year. This important branch has been too much neg- 
lected. Of this important fact we are often painfully reminded, 
as various communications come under our notice, marred and 
defaced with bad spelling. If it is essential that children learn to 
read well when young, how much more important that they learn 
to spell correctly ; and thisis to be done before the scholar enters 
the High School. We venture to say that very few indeed who 
enter the High School as bad spellers, ever become good ones 
afterwards. We love to listen to a good spelling class; for how- 
ever well a scholar may appear in other things, if he is deficient in 
this important branch, it seems to mar the whole; for who can 
look with pleasure upon the most beautifully written page with half 
the words spelled wrong. We have endeavored, therefore, to im- 
press upon the minds of our teachers, that whatever else may be 
neglected, these important and fundamental branches should re- 
ceive their full share of time and attention. 

We have been surprised as we have endeavored to count the 
number of days which have been lost by absence from school. 
The causes of absence we know are various, and in many cases 
unavoidable ; sickness finds its way into every family sooner or 
later, and prevents many of our children from being constant in 
the school-room; but there are some causes of absence which 
might be avoided. We cannot pass this subject without reminding 
parents of the great loss which their children sustain by being 
absent from the school-room for a single day in the week. They 
will soon fall behind their classes, and as a consequence will lose 
all interest in their studies. Experience and observation have 
taught us that the child who is required by the parent to be absent 
but a single day in each week, will make but little progress in his 
studies. We would urge. parents to make any sacrifice rather 
than deprive their children of the richest legacy that it is in their 
power to bestow; the golden period best suited to secure this rich 
treasure is rapidly passing, and can never be recalled. 
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Another subject to which we would call attention is the increas- 
ing number of tardy marks found upon the record books. It is not 
so in every school, butin others even where the school is quite 
small there is a large amount of tardiness. The evil is a serious 
one, and demands the attention of all who are interested in the 
highest prosperity of our schools. Who is to blame? Isit the 
child or the parent? Are the children made ready and started 
for the school-room in good season to be there at the appointed 
hour? If so, do they then linger by the way, and as a conse- 
quence receive a tardy mark; if so the parent has the means of 
correcting the evil. It may seem a small matter at first sight, 
whether a scholar is three minutes earlier or later in reaching the 
school-room ; but when we consider the matter in all its legitimate 
bearings, it becomes a subject of greater moment. Tor instance, 
our schools commence at nine o’clock in the morning; the first 
fifteen minutes are spent in devotional exercises, and in making a 
record of the school for the day. A.scholar who arrives at the 
school-room five minutes late, must either come in and disturb the 
whole school, or he must remain without, and lose the benefit of 
one of the most pleasant and impressive exercises of the day. But 
this is not all; the scholar who is habitually tardy at school will 
soon be tardy at church, tardy at the rail-road station, tardy in 
all the business appointments and transactions of life. This habit 
formed in early life is just the one to make one just a little late 
everywhere, and just a little behind in everything. We would 
kindly vite the attention of parents to this growing evil, which 
so much annoys the teacher, and hinders the prosperity of the 
school. ; 

Our school-houses are now in excellent condition, five of them 
having been shingled within the past two years ; one remains to be 
shingled this year. Great praise is due to those teachers and 
scholars who in many of the districts have ornamented the walls 
of their school-rooms with neat and beautiful portraits and pictures. 
We hope this plan will be followed by others, and we bespeak the 
interest of parents and the co-operation of friends in this laudable 
undertaking. 


20 


We have alluded in former years to the inadequate compensation 
paid to our female teachers. While the price of board has been 
increasing, it has borne rather heavily upon those teachers who 
have been obliged to pay for the full week. It has only been by 
the earnest intercession of the Committee that board could be 
obtained so as to enable such teachers to save a reasonable share 
of their wages. We earnestly hope the town will place a sufficient 
sum in the hands of the Committee, that they may be able to do 
simple justice to those who are giving the best of their lives and 
services to the town. 


The amount of money granted by the town for the payment of 
teachers’ wages, and placed at the disposal of the Committee, 


was ~ $2,500 00 
Recived from the State School Fund, 117 00 
2617 00 

This amount has been expended as follows :— 
Paid to John H. Larry, balance of his salary, 300 00 
‘¢ Miss 8. Lizzie Eaton, School No. 1, 166 66 
‘¢ Emma M. Hews, e wid 166 66 
‘¢ Martha EH. Fiske, cs eld” pale f 250 00 
“or Jennie Himn, =", Aran 83 38 
‘¢ Helen A. Fiske, ES Sed isi 250 00 
6 ~ Ellen M. Hoar, A lied op 166 66 
‘¢ Hattie Sibley, ih ad bad Ie 83 66 
*¢ Addie Stone, he avalghte = 5 8 83 383 
‘6 Wellie A. Jones, 4 cate” i 83 33 
«Nellie A. Boynton, ~ * pity! 166 66 
*¢ Lizzie 8. Coburn, High School, 166 66 
s¢ 6 Mr. John F. Casey, 600 00 
2,616 56 
We have paid for Fuel, 225 35 


Care of rooms and making fires, 92 00. 
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Whole number of Scholars connected with our Schools is Zot: 


Number of scholars under five years of age, 4. 
Number over fifteen years of age, 39 
Number of Persons between five and fifteen years of age, 

May 1st, 1868, 211 


The following Scholars have been perfect in their attend- 
ance through the year :— 


Annie C. Coburn, High School. 

Frank Dowse, | School No. 1 
Nellie M. Jones, 7 sie 
Clara A. Homan, i O. 
Anthony Irving, a 6. 


In addition to these names we would mention the name of Ellen 
Jennings, who, though living a long distance from the school- 
room, was only absent for one day, and that for prudential reasons 
on the part of her friends. 


Scuoon No. 1. Hast Centre District. 
Miss 8. Lizzie Haton and Miss Hattie N. Sibley, Teachers. 

The Spring and Fall terms of this School were under the care 
of Miss Eaton, of whose qualifications as a teacher we have spoken 
heretofore. We have always found her school-room in excellent 
order, and the school has been steadily progressing while under 
her excellent management. But constant and exhausting labor 
had somewhat undermined her health, and with the consent of the 
Committee she concluded to rest during the winter months. 

Miss Hattie N. Sibley, a graduate of the Waltham High School, 
and a former pupil in this school, has had charge during the winter 
term. She entered upon her duties with enthusiasm and a deter- 
mination to succeed in an employment to which she had looked 
forward with pleasure. The school is one of the largest in town, 
and not an easy one to govern. Miss 8. entered upon her work 
with the full persuasion that in doing to others as we would have 
them do to us, was the surest method of securing order in the 
school-room ; but soon found that not every one is prepared in all 
cases to appreciate this “ golden rule.” | 
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There was steady improvement to the end of the term, and the 
closing examination was creditable to teacher and scholars. ‘The 
reading classes in this school have been unusually good for the 
whole year. The writing books looked neat, and considerable 
improvement has been made in the various studies of the term. 
We would suggest, that in future a little more attention be given 
to singing. 


The statistics of this school are as follows :— 


Whole number of scholars, : : : : ‘ 42 
Daily average attendance each term, ' 33 
Percentage of attendance, : . . ; ; 90 
Tardy marks, ; : ; t : : 154 
Average per term not bed! eed : 18 

BSG «0, (Ef rh absent, : d s ; 6 


ScHoot No. 2. West Centre DISTRICT.’ 


Miss Emma M. Hews and Miss Wellie A. Jones, Teachers. 

This school has been under the care of Miss Emma M. Hews 
for the past two years. Of her abilities as a teacher we have 
spoken in a former Report. ‘The Spring term was a somewhat 
broken one by reason of sickness in the District, and also of the 
teacher. 

The Committee ee best under the circumstances to close 
the school several weeks before the usual time. The continued 
ill health of Miss Hews rendered it imprudent for her to resume 
her place at the close of the summer vacation, and her place was 
supplied for the Fall term by Miss Wellie A. Jones, who had 
successfully served the town in one of the other schools in former 
years. ‘The Committee were fortunate in finding one to supply 
Miss Hews’ place, who knew so well how to govern, and also how 
to teach. The School though quite small made commendable pro- 
gress while under her care. ‘I'he death of two of the pupils from 
one family during the term, cast a shadow upon this otherwise 
pleasant school term. Hugene J. Sanderson died Oct. Ist, 1868, 
and Frank Sanderson died Oct. 21st, twenty days afterwards ; 


y ee 
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both sons of Mr. George Sanderson. The teacher speaks of 
them as being good boys, who were doing well in their studies. 

Miss Hews was able.to resume her place at the commencement 
of the winter term. The school was prosperous and gave good 
evidence of careful drilling, and we felt satisfied that this had been 
one of her most successful efforts, since she has had charge of the 
school. ‘The classes in reading and spelling and arithmetic deserve 
especial notice. The writing books for the entire year were exam- 
ined, and for neatness we think were superior to those of any other 
school in town. No blot was found upon any book. The singing 
in this school is very good. 


The statistics of the school are as follows :— 


Whole number of scholars, ; ; : ; “74 
Daily average attendance each term, é : 12 
Percentage of attendance, . : : : : 82 
Tardy marks, , . ; ‘ 89 
Average per term not tardy, . 4 Nag 8 

ai rt absent, . ; ; ' : 0 


ScHoot No. 8. N. West Disrricr, 


Miss Martha H. Fiske, Teacher. 

Less than two years ago, the standing of this school was lower 
than any other in town. We are happy to say now, that a great 
change has taken place in the order and progress of the school, 
and it now ranks among the best in town. No small share of 
praise is due to the present teacher, Miss Martha H. Fiske, for 
this change. With her own indomitable energy and perseverance 
she has sought to infuse into the minds of her pupils the love of 
study, and a laudable ambition to excel in everything; and we 
are happy to say that her efforts have not been without success. 
The exercises at the closing examination were gratifying to the 
Committee, and to the friends who were present. The classes in 
reading were excellent; every word was spoken distinctly and 
clearly, and prompt and ready answers were given to most of the 
questions asked. Declamations and recitations were good. That 
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of ‘* Hiawatha,” by Alice J. Roberts, is deserving of great praise. 
The singing was very good. The school is increasing in numbers 
and influence, and we congratulate the District in having a school- 
room and a teacher of which they may feel highly satisfied. 


The statistics of this school are as follows: — 


Whole number of scholars, ; : ; ; +. 
Daily average attendance, ‘ : : 21 
Percentage of attendance, : : - F 91 
Tardy marks, : : eet i ; 65 
Average per term not tar ie ‘ : 3 11 

ie ‘¢ - absent, : ; ; j 9 


Scooot No. 4. N. East District. 


Miss Jennie Flynn and Miss Nellie A. Boynton, Teachers. 

The Spring term of the school continued under the care of Miss 
Flynn, whose term of service commenced with the Fall term of 
last year. We have no hesitancy in pronouncing this one of her 
best efforts since she has: been in the school. She had labored 


hard to bring up the order and character of the school, anda high 


degree of success had crowned her efforts. ‘The Committee were 
exceedingly sorry to know that she thought it best to resign her 
place at the end of the term. She had become acquainted with 
the scholars, and also with the parents, and seemed to occupy an 
excellent stand-point of usefulness. We take pleasure m recom- 
mending her to any who may require a faithful and energetic 
teacher. Her place was supplied by Miss Nellie A. Boynton’ of 
Bedford, and a graduate of the Normal School in Framingham. 
Miss B. labored diligently and faithfully through the Fall and 
Winter terms; but changes in the domestic relations of life led 
her to resign her place at the close of the winter term. The 
school was somewhat reduced in consequence of sickness in many 
families ; and not more than half the usual number were present 
at the close of the Winter term. ‘The school appeared well at the 
closing examination, considering the disadvantages of diminished 


numbers, which almost always has the effect to discourage both — 


teacher and scholars. 


—— 
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The statistics of this school are as follows: — 


Whole number of scholars, : : : VE 52 
Daily average attendance, : ; : : ce 36 
Percentage of attendance, : é : bhi or 85 
Tardy marks, : : : é } ; : 121 
Average per term not tardy, . : ; . : 16 

a * absent, : : é ; 6 


Scooot No. 5. Sours East District. 


Miss Helen A. Fiske, Teacher. 

We are happy to notice a marked change in this school during 
the past year. ‘The suggestions we made to this school in the 
report of last year have been carried into effect, and our expecta- 
tions have been fully realized. In our visits to this school during 
the year, we have always found the school-room neat and pleasant, 
with every scholar in his place, and prepared to discharge his 
duty with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the teacher. 

At the closing examination we were pleased with the order of 
the school, the life and energy of the scholars, and the marked 
progress they had made in their studies. The classes in spelling 
are deserving of praise for the manner in which they acquitted 
themselves. 

Some neat and pretty pictures and maps were on the black- 
boards, which were drawn by the scholars. Thessinging was 
excellent, showing much practice and correct training. We con- 
gratulate Miss Fiske upon the success which has attended her 
unwearied efforts for the good of the school, and in having a situ- 
ation so pleasant, with the love of her scholars, and, as we believe, 
the confidence and support of the parents. 


The statistics of this school are as follows :—- 


Whole number of scholars, . ‘ : : : : 24. 
Daily average attendance, . ; , , : : 22 
Percentage of attendance, . BOY : : : 91 
Tardy marks, . : : P ; ; : 28 
Average per term not tardy, } : : : : 16 

- ” “¢ absent, . : : , : 4 


4 
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Scuoot No. 6. Souta West District. 


Miss Ellen M. Hoar and Miss Addie Stone, Teachers. 

The most important change in this school for the past year has 
been the resignation of the teacher, Miss Ellen M. Hoar, at the 
close of the Fall Term. Miss Hoar took charge of the school in 
the spring of 1861, consequently, another term would have com- 
pleted eight years in which the school has been under her care. 
During this period of faithful labor, she has succeeded in raising 
the school to its present excellent condition. She has enjoyed 
the confidence of the Committee and-of the parents in the Dis- 
trict,‘as well as the unabated love of her scholars. 

Notwithstanding all this, and without even asking the consent 
of the Committee, Miss Hoar took the liberty of forming “ another 
engagement,’ which will deprive the town of her valuable ser- 
vices as a teacher; nevertheless, we wish her many joys in this 
newly chosen path, and our earnest wishes that it may be strewn 
with the fairest of flowers. With many expressions of regret, 
from children and parents in the District that the hour of parting 
had come, Miss Hoar received a valuable present in silver ware, 
as a slight token of their appreciation of her past sefvices. 

Tt will be seen at once, that to supply the place of one who had 
so long enjoyed the confidence of parents and children, was not 
an easy thing to accomplish ; but we succeeded in this matter far 
beyond our expectations. Miss Addie Stone, of Watertown, was 
engaged to supply Miss Hoar’s place. She has proved herself 
well qualified for the duties assumed. She succeeded in gaining 
the good will of the scholars and the confidence of parents. 

The term has been a pleasant and harmonious one, and we 
believe the progress has been fully equal to that of any previous 
term. The closing examination was highly satisfactory to the 
Committee and to the friends present. We only regretted that 
the time was too.short to hear all the exercises of the afternoon. 
The singing was excellent. y 


The statistics of this school are as follows :— 
Whole number of scholars, . Hcg yr eS 


27 


Daily average attendance, . ; ‘ : 4 ; 20 
Percentage of attendance, . é F ‘ } ; 92 
Tardy marks, ; j F ; ! ? pte 
Average per term not tardy, ; ; ‘ibaitoer itt Wee 

$f “i “¢ absent, ; j : , ; a 


HiaguH ScHoon. 


Mr. John F. Casey, Principal ; Miss Lizze 8. Coburn, Assistant. 

The Spring Term of this school was under the care of Mr. 
John H. Larry, whose unwearied efforts had been given to make 
the school worthy of its name. Under his wise and judicious 
administration the school had been raised to its present standing 
and influence, and every thing concerning it was in a highly pros- 
perous condition. Beloved by his scholars, and respected as a 
citizen of.the town, it was ardently hoped that his connection with 
the school might be a lasting one, and that the many improve- 
ments he had been the means of introducing, might be perfected 
while he had. charge of it. But in this we were disappointed, as 
Mr. Larry tendered his resignation to the Committee a short time 
before the commencement of the Fall Term, assigning as his only 
reason, the failing health of his companion, and a desire to enable 
her to enjoy a change of air and scenery in another State. This 
was the cause of his resignation, and not from a want of suitable 
compensation, as many supposed at the time of his removal. The 
school was united and prosperous during the whole time it was 
under his care, and many pleasant memories will live in the future. 

The Fall and Winter Terms have just closed with a good 
degree of success, under the management of Mr. John F. Casey 
as Principal, and Miss Lizzie 8. Coburn as Assistant. 

Mr. Casey was a graduate of Harvard University, and has had 
some previous experience in teaching. ‘The circumstances under 
which he entered the school made the place not an easy one to 
fill, many of the scholars feeling that a change of teachers would 
take away all their interest in the school. But we believe that 
Mr. Casey succeeded in obtaining the good will of the scholars, 

and their entire co-operation in all that concerned the best good 
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of the school. With the valuable assistance and experience of 
Miss Coburn, who was one of the graduating class of the past 
year, and, as such, was well acquainted with every department 
of the school, the change of teachers was not so much felt, and 
the school has been harmonious and successful. As there has 
been no public examination under the present teachers, (this 
-occurring at the end of the Spring Term,) we are not prepared 
to speak more definitely of what has been accomplished until that 
time. 

The time of entrance for new scholars from the District schools, 
will be at the commencement of the Fall Term. This will be by 
a written examination, as last year. Due notice will be given of 
the time and place of meeting. In regard to this responsible 
duty, which devolves upon the Committee, they beg leave to say, 
that they always endeavor faithfully and emparteally to perform 
their duty. They know no frends, no favorites, in deciding who 
is, and who is not, qualified to enter the school. If a scholar is 
found deficient, it is certainly not our fault. Most happily would 
we receive every applicant who is found sufficiently advanced to 
enter the school, and until théy are so qualified, it would be 
unwise to remove them from the District schools. Confiding in 
the judgment and good sense of the citizens of the town in this 
matter, as well as in all others, we commend this school and all 
the others in town, to your kind considerations and your prudent 
watchcare. 


The statistics of this school are as follows :— 


Whole number of scholars, . 3 ‘ 4 . 4 53 
Daily average attendance, . ‘ , : . 42 
Percentage of attendance, . ’ , ; ( é 91 
Tardy marks, . i . : ! : d 274 
Average per term not tardy, : : an 


4 wi ‘“¢ absent, ; : i : : 5 
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ADDITIONS 10 THE WESTON TOWN LIBRARY. 
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AGRICULTURE. 

Tim Bunker Papers. T. Bunker. 12mo, --+--+++++++seeeeeees 2871 
The Variations of Plants and Animals under Domestication. C. Dar- 

win. 2 vols. 12M0, eer sere eet e ee eee tee ee cece ee ce eeee 9867-8 
Elements of Agriculture. G. E. Waring, Jr. 12mo, --+-++-+++- 2870 
How Crops Grow. 5700 \0 9869 
Fifteenth Annual Report of the Secretary Mass. Board of Agricul- 

aria gis woe ona tities oie eve wie eign cialein etm cigits 2866 


Report, of the Commissioner of Agriculture for the year 1867. 8vo, 2872 


BioGRAPHY. 
Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin. J. Bigelow. 12mo, ------ 4537 
People’s Biography. J. Parton. 8vo, «+++ -seceet scene eee rene 4540 
Lives and DeedsjWorth Knowing About. W. E. Stevenson. 12mo, 4538 
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Men of Our Times. H. B. Stowe. 8vo,:-++-+-++eee- eer cers + 4536 
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The Scientific American. 2 vols.---++-+seeeeeeee reese ree eee 3138-9 
New Family Atlas. A. J. Johnson---+++++sseereee eee reeeeees 3140 
Thirty-First Annual Report of the Board of Education. 8vo, ---- 3141 
FICTION. 

Norwood: or Village Life in New England. H. W. Beecher. 

1). eee Sh le Wik ees we 8702 
Hillsboro’ Farms. S. D. Cobb. 12mo,---+--+++--++- wee eee eeee 3707 
The Moonstone. W. Collins. 8vo0,---+++eseee sree reece een eeee 3705 
What Answer. A. E. Dickinson. 12mo,-+++-+++-++++e+-eeeees 3706 
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Sydnie Adriance: or Trying the World. A. M. Douglas. 12mo, 3708 
Dr. Howell’s Family. H. B. Goodwin. 12mo,.+-+++-++++++++-+: 3713 
Rose Mather. M. J. Holmes. 12mo, -----+++-+ cece cree eeeeces 3704 
Ruby’s Husband. M. V. Hawes. 12mo,:+++++++-+sseseseeeeees 3709 
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The Gates Ajar. E. S. Phelps. 12mo,----+-+++--++++++eeee- ++ 3714 
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Dr. Thorne. Anthony Trollope. 12mo, -++++++++++seeeeesees 8715 
The Von Toodleburgs: or the History of a Very Distinguished 

Family. F. C. Adams. 12mo0, + +--+ +se cece cence cece eeees 8718 

History. 


History of the United States’ Secret Service. L.C. Baker. 8vo, 385 


JUVENILE. 6 


The Red Cross. W.T. Adams. 16mo,---++++++-++eeeeeeeeeeeee 2360 
Dikes and Ditches. )16m0, «+ +/+! slat &s nksinte e's o's Sel biel SE 2361: 
Seek and Find.+ /16mo,°#: Jef. ..3458.. soso eth See 2359 
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Make .or ‘Break jsicie +... tet) esse sae oe Mop er 2363 
Down the Rivers... 824Gb... See) 2. 9372 
Ragged Dick: or Street Life in New York. H. Alger, Jr. 16mo, 2364 
Fame and Fortune,:--------- ee meee ee ule es le eweeeseeMes 2373 
The Weaver Boy. H.G. Adams. 16mo,-+++-+++-+eseeeeeees 2365 
Cast up by the Sea. 8S. W. Baker. 16mo,-++-++++see+eeeer ees 2374 
Will Rood’s Friendship. G. Gaylord. 16mo,--++++-++++++++e0+- 2366 
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MAGAZINES. 

Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. Vol. Twenty-Sixth,----.--- doo 
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“ a a “ =6Thirtieth, «+++ +s ssees «1923 

“ g6 ue “ 'Thirty-first, -.+++++e0-- 1924 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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T2M0, seer r sence cece etter eee eee eee eevee ees Marts anette Gif = 
Pictures from Prison Life. G. Haynes.* 12mo,-----+++++++--+- 4244 
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